
 
 
 
 
 
July 11, 2018 

Memorial of St. Benedict, Abbot 

 

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

With the recent celebration of Independence Day, and the looming reality of school 

starting for our young parishioners and their families, it is once again time for our annual 

summer picnic.  I am grateful for the continued growth and notable changes made to our 

annual picnic over the years.  The addition of music and a visible and active place for the 

young Church to gather, play and be challenged in the “Family Fun Center” is a plus.  

Stands have been repositioned for greater access, and our parishioners have retooled 

themselves to meet current needs for hospitality, creativity, and learning more about our 

heritage to celebrate this great day with friends and neighbors, guests from near and far, 

and all of us as a parish.   

 

As I preached last weekend, it is important for us to focus on what we can do, not what 

we can’t do.  A parish cannot live in the past or hold on to traditions that are no longer 

practical or appreciated by others.  We have to be sensitive and open to the signs of the 

times, always counting on the gifts of the Holy Spirit to guide our thoughts and actions.  

You and I have much to share, and stepping up to offer our gifts in an active and 

appropriate way, going through the appropriate channels for discernment and integration 

takes time, vision and patience, but above all, the discipline of ABC, “Always Be 

Communicating.” 

 

Since our 2017 summer picnic follow-up meeting, plans have been unfolding for this 

summer’s picnic.  A few notable adjustments:   

1) We adopted a cash raffle with $1,000 as first prize.  

2) We invited friends, neighbors, parishioners and others who have an interest in seeing 

Historic St. Boniface Catholic Church and its parish family grow in holiness while 

strengthening our mission through the generosity of the financial resources we gain 

on picnic day through levels of sponsorship.  On this year’s raffle ticket, you will see 

a list of sponsors who invested $100 or more.  On picnic day, you will see listed in 

conspicuous places the names of all who have sponsored our picnic day from $1 

forward.   

3) Again, you will find our “Family Fun Center” featuring new and bold activities to 

entertain the young Church and other children who come for a day of fun in Fulda.   

 

As we look toward the future, the cost of supplies, food from vendors, and the ongoing 

upgrading of our equipment, tents, chairs and tables continues to increase.  Through the 

generosity of our sponsors, we can close the gap and keep our picnic day financially 

strong for supporting the mission of our parish.  As it says in Luke 12:48, “Much will be 



required of the person entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of the 

person entrusted with more.”   

 

I am grateful for the animation team who are the good stewards of this day in the life of 

our parish.  I ask you to pray for them as they lead us, and that we listen and cooperate as 

we are able.  Take time to confirm the worker list, and make sure that if you are in 

gaming that we comply with state regulations.  For example, to be in gaming you must be 

a registered parishioner on our books prior to the picnic day. And, we are to observe 

county regulations for health and safety in preparing and serving food in our stands.   

 

Also, we are to be vigilant of the children present and to be aware of their surroundings, 

safety and protection.  In light of the recent incident in New Boston on the Fourth of July, 

I have asked that our security be reviewed and bolstered as needed, no matter the cost.  

Life is precious.  Let us all pray for a healthy and safe picnic with favorable weather. 

 

2018 Summer Picnic Animation Team 

 

Kasey & Joe Wagner Logistics & Set-Up 

Jane & Kenny Schaefer Soup & Food Court 

Brenda & Dave Kress Kitchen & Food Preparation 

Crystal & Glen Welch Family Fun Center 

Pearl Gelarden Chairperson 

 

Please find enclosed your raffle and special quilt tickets.  Additional tickets may be 

requested through the parish office.  Have fun and let us begin! 

 

Sincerely in Christ, I am 

 

 

 

 

Father Anthony Vinson, OSB 

Pastor 

 


